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GROUND  OINNAMON. 

W.  J.  0«uLB.  m..  O«*w^Jd,16tb.l907. 

Deputj  Miniater  of  laUod  Hevenne. 

Sir,— I  beff  to  h»nd  you  herewith  a  report  npon  thirty-three  Munples  of  Oronnd 
Cwnamon,  oollected  m  November  and  December,  1906. 

Cinnamon  and  Coma  are  the  dry  barluof  treea  which  belong  to  the  name  boUnical 
**j''!'u  *^""T?.''"*-  ^^'n"'"""  '■  the  bark  of  C.  Zeylanioum,  diiefly  grown  in  Ceylon 
•»d  the  East  Indie. ;  C««i»  is  the  bark  of  C.  Ca^ia.  chiefly  grown  in  China  and  iSdii^ 
Ihe  former  bark  u  thinn  r,  lighter  in  colour  and  exieta  (commeroially)  in  smaller  rolls 
than  CaMia  bark.  It  w  suffioienily  easy  to  dittinguith  the  two  article*,  in  the 
unground  state  ;  and  there  »  a  considerable  differenoe  in  pnoe  between  whole  ciana- 

S«n»wf  '  2  •  T'«  7''*  '^^"''*'  '^'"T*"*"  °'  **••  »'"'  -^  '>°*«^«'.  Prwtically 
Identical  and,  in  the  finely  ground  stite,  it  becomes  a  diflSoult,  if  not  an  impossible 
thing,  to  discriminate  between  them.  The  darker  colour  of  Cassia  is  almost  thTonlv 
distinctire  character  that  remains.  ^ 

Whether  caMJa  is  inferior  to  cinnamon  for  flavouring  purpoaes,  in  cooker}-,  is  an 
open  quMtion.  The  general  iiopreiMion  is  that  cinnamon  is  preferable.  Its  hisher 
pnce  18  doubtless  due  to  this  preference  At  the  same  time  it  is  certain  that  much,  if 
not  most,  of  the  ground  cinnamon  of  commerce,  is  really  ground  cassia. 

Several  grinders  distinctly  label  their  goods  with  the  word  Coma  ;  and  it  is  pro- 
bable that  the  same  spicemen  put  op  the  market  a  higher  priced  article  under  the 
name  C-mjuimon ;  but  of  th»  I  have  no  conclusive  proof.  It  is  however  .luite  certain 
that  the  spice  in  question  is  known  to  most  domestic  usen  as  Cinnamtm  ■  while  the 
term  Coma  conveys  a  very  vague  meaning,  or  no  meaning  whatever.  Throughout 
Quebec  the  article  «8  known  as  Can«««,  which  means  cinnamon  as  distinguished  from 
cassia,  to  which  belongs  the  tei-m  Ca»»e,  seldom  mentioned  except  as  a  drug 

Lnder  these  circumsUnces,  it  will  be  seen  that  a  discrimination  between  cinnamon 
and  cassia,  as  spices,  is  diftieult  to  mainUin.  It  is  open  to  question  how  far  we  may 
take  the  darker  colour  of  caasia,  as  evidence  of  its  presence.  A  sample  of  cinnamon, 
ground  from  the  bark,  was  taken  as  the  sUndard  of  colour;  and  amonii  thirty-thre^ 
samples  of  spice  bought  as  cinnamon,  only  two  (2)  were  found  to  come  up  U  the  pre- 
pared  standard.  One  of  these  was  plainly  labelled  Cauia  on  the  package  The  sample 
m  question  contains  no  foreign  surch,  or  other  addition,  which  might  account  for  its 
light  colour  ;  fo  that,  unless  bleaching  has  been  resorted  to,  we  must  infer  that  some 
samples  of  cassia  are  as  light  in  colour  as  normal  cinnamon. 


TIm  didioulty  of  diatiofuiahiag  IwtwMn  eiunuMMi  aad  cuaM,  in  tin  graand  tUt^ 
it  recogniud  by  Um  CoBniMM  of  BUadAnto  a»  WMhington,  m  shown  bj  th«  follow. 
ing  definitions,  procUimed  m  tognl  for  lb*  United  RUIm  in  June,  1900  : 

Cinnamon  is  the  dried  bwrk  of  may  ipeoiM  of  the  genui  CtNMOMomtm,  from  which 
the  outer  layer*  may  or  mny  not  h«ve  i  een  removed. 

Trw;  Cinmamon  ii  the  dried  inner  bark  of  Vinnamomum  lajfUmieum,  Brmrne 

Cattia  ia  the  dried  bnrk  of  varioat  fpocie*  of  CiHnamomum,  other  than  Cinnmmo- 
mum  Zeylanioun*,  from  which  ilni  outer  Inyer*  may  or  may  not  have  been  removed. 

CaMia  bud*  are  the  dried,  immature  fruit  of  apeoie*  of  Cinnamomum. 

Ground  CinmimoH,  Gtouud  Cnatia,  i»  a  powder  coiuii»tin^  ol  Cinnamon,  Cama 
or  Cauia  buda,  or  a  mixture  of  theas  itpicea,  and  oonUina  not  more  than  aix  (6)  per 
oent  of  toUl  aah,  and  not  more  than  two  (2)  per  rent  of  sand. 

8o  far  aa  admixtur*  of  Caaaia  ia  concerned,  I  do  not  think  that  the  praaent  atate 
of  our  knowledge  juatifies  me  In  pronouncing  it  an  adulteration  of  the  spice  known  aa 
(!  round  Cinnamon.    Thia  aapect  ot  the  matter  must  be  left  open  for  the  preaent 

With  a  ainsle  exception,  no  other  foreign  mattera  have  been  found ;  and  in  thia 
Msmple  (N'a  26,045)  the  amount  of  (wheat)  atareh  is  ao  amall,  aa  to  be  negligible. 

As  regards  ash,  the  limit  of  six  (6)  per  cent  fixed  by  American  Standard,  is 
exceeded  in  six  cases.  I  shall,  however,  await  further  experience  with  cinnamon,  aa 
occurring  on  the  Canadian  market,  before  feeling  warranted  in  accepting  the  standards 
iiuoted.  , 

The  work  on  this  subject  has  been  mainly  don*  by  Mr.  Lemoine  of  this  Laborer 
tory.     An  explanatory  note  by  him  accompanies  the  Table. 

I  beg  to  recommend  the  publication  of  thia  report  aa  Bulletin  ffo.  tS8. 

I  hare  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.   McOILL, 
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Hamilton    Coffet*  and 
Siiioe  Co. 

M            0. 

**                                 .... 

vuxa 

Thf.   T.   A.         land   Co.. 
PbrtefaU         ri«. 

*  " 

aOe..:£by,  BUin  &  Co.,  To- 
mnto. 

Di'ftctoflln   MCotamiia, 

• 

K. H.  fn  -MfMuH,  Intptrbtr, 

Nov.  e. 

Oromid  CHniuunoB    . . . 

Wise 

T>'.'  Einpm*  MMtufaotui- 
<  1  ■».,  li«d.,  VuMxiover. 
1:  C 

StilM, 

Me.. 

Vendor*.. 

„    10. 

w                             .... 

a8i«a 

H.   A.   HoweU,  UnmvUle 
8t.,  Vumraver,  RC. 

lib. 

Mo 

The  Pionrer  Coffee  and 
Spioe  Milk,  Victoria, 

Wm.  BraidACu.Van- 

Nov.  13 

Uroond  Cinnamaii 

wm 

Hu.Uoa-1  Bay  Cu,  Whole 

S  tlD*. 

aoo.. 

Ml»,  WMw  8t,  Vmmxw- 

oouver,  B.C. 

v«,  B.C. 

* 

Nom— In  examining  thne  •ample*  microaoopically  an  endeavour  waa  made  to  diitinguish  Cinnamon 
from  Caaeia  by  certain  botanical  oharacten  Mipfioeed  to  be  pecnliar  to  each ;  Imt  no  abeolutely  con- 
cltuive  judgment  could  be  rendereu  on  the  subject,  the  aloneaid  cbaractera  baing  of  inaoncient 
conatancy. 

Jolt  18, 1907. 


tiw  Ubontorj  of  Um  IbImmI  R«v«Mt  OtfwlaMl— C'onrftMM 


iim»>ilor'»  lUport 


BnuKlcdpaf*. 


Hanin.'ni  or  Aiijii.TMa> 


uadar  Mteni«i>j|>< 


c-w 
un 

•■7ft 


In- 


BnuMM  Pun  ipioii. I'M 


PurduMxd  at  tbn  factory.  Em- 
pnm  bimnd ;  F4aipR«  bnuMii 
enffee,  apieM  ■lid  aiitnuiU 
iilwa^i  nMuUc.  | 

Balk  moiuunon    


InipfTial  brand,  inilkid  by  th« 
Di'n  prooaaa,  i  >m  the  flaax 
•aWctt-d  atoek  Paaked  m  , 
prenJjr  fur  tl.  tMtt  family! 
trade.  Full  •trengtb,  {ull^ 
weight  and  finaat  quality.; 
Selected  ■took,  put  up  ax-' 
prenly  for  Hudaan  Bay  Ca,l 
Vancoaver.  1 


0TB 
OM 


SIB 
O'flO 


O'W 


1  10 


Totel. 


tUO 

su 


SIB 

980 

tat 


sift 

3-65 


100 


306 


380 


Mo  turaigM  tiaawe 


'JTu 


Reawrii» 


No  hifaiipi 


BIB 

f  7ft 
S'W 


410 

3  3B 
S'Oft 


S'4U  Nofarri(B 

3-7B 

300 


Plaialy  latoUad  'CaMia.' 


Plaialy  ka«IM  'Cawia.' 


940 


3-40 


3-90 


No  foreign  tiiaurr. 


Aatooc*>ur,  aitandard  wa»p««paredfroBia»inpleof  the  be*t  oLtainaUe  danamoa  nark,  and  iha 
opinion*  exprewed  have  reference  to  this,  ai  the  normal  «»lour  for  cinaamoo. 


ALP.  LBMOINK. 


